
 

Charity Registration Number: 1137029 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2021 

Dear Candidate, 

It’s time the UK got to grips with guts. 

I am delighted you are interested in the role of Trustee at Guts UK charity. I hope you will 

find all relevant information you need enclosed in this pack. We have tried to give a good 

picture of where we are as an organisation and the kind of person we are looking for as 

we build our team. 

I joined as CEO in April 2016. The charity was called Core and whilst it had a superb track 

record in funding medical research in gastroenterology, it wasn’t well known outside of 

medical circles. We rebranded our mission as Guts UK in June 2018 to face the public so 

we can be more visible and accessible for those who need us. In the final year as Core, we 

had just over 30,000 visitors to our website. Today, we average 100,000 visitors per month 

to our website, over a million a year. 

Guts UK exists to support people affected by digestive conditions. We have put 

them at the very heart of everything we do. This role is an exciting step to further 

enable and ensure the voice of our Guts UK community is heard loud and clear.  

We are looking for a Trustee who is as fascinated by guts as we are, someone who can 

embrace the size of our ambition and share our vision. Can you help us raise our profile, 

presence and income so that we can transform the levels of research into this hugely 

important and overlooked area of health? Do you suffer from a gut condition or know 

someone who does? Are you interested in understanding our guts better? Are you 

interested in making a difference to those who suffer by helping Guts UK to meet our 

goals? 

You will join a small, professional and passionate team that punches way above its weight. 

You will be energised by the opportunity and challenge to grow Guts UK so that everyone 

affected by conditions of the gut, liver and pancreas can find us.  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

CEO, Guts UK Charity 



 

Charity Registration Number: 1137029 

 

 

 

Income Generation Trustee Job Pack: Guts UK Charity 

Background 
 

People are in pain. People are suffering. People are dying. All because of a lack of 

knowledge about our guts. Guts UK exists to change that. 

Guts UK is the only UK charity funding research into the digestive system from top to tail, 
the gut, liver and pancreas. Since 1971, we have funded almost 300 projects and invested 
£16 million into medical research that leads to better diagnoses and treatments for the 
millions of people who, like us, don’t have the luxury of taking our guts for granted.  
Guts UK’s vision is of a world where digestive disorders are better understood, better 
treated and everyone who lives with one gets the support they need.  
 
 

Our proposition  
 
It’s time the UK got to grips with guts. 
 

Our research shows that 58% of people are embarrassed to talk about their digestive 
condition or symptoms. 51% of people delay seeking advice for their symptoms for over 6 
months.  
Our mission at Guts UK is to provide expert, evidenced based information, raise public 
awareness and fund life-changing and life-saving research.  

 
 

Research into our guts is woefully underfunded and has been for 
decades.   
We should rival levels of investment into heart and cancer research but alas, we are way 
short of this. How come the guts got left behind? There are too many unanswered questions 
and too many conditions that lack effective treatments. We need to be a £10 million charity 
to make the kind of impact needed by society and, whilst this is an ambitious goal, we are 
already on the right track.  

 
Our Plans 
2021 is our 50th year and Guts UK is embarking upon an ambitious journey of transformation 
and growth. Transitioning from an inward-looking research-based organisation to a public 
facing repository of knowledge, a network of experts and a proactive community, Guts UK 
aims to become the central charity and research organisation promoting and educating the 
public about the importance of a healthy gut.  
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Board of Trustees: 
The current board of trustees, numbers 12, and is composed of 8 medical and 4 lay 
members. Alongside the Chair and Treasurer roles, we currently have a Legal 
Trustee, a Digital Trustee, and a Business Development Trustee.  
 
Whilst the current trustees are dedicated experts in their field, the board requires 
more balance in terms of fundraising and income generation skills. We are looking 
for somebody with experience of developing a small charity to a medium sized 
charity. 
  
The Board is now looking to appoint trustees with backgrounds in the following 
areas:  

• Digital (to shadow and then replace the current digital trustee) 

• Income Generation and Fundraising 

 

Subcommittees: 3 active  

As part of Guts UK’s governance structure, trustees will contribute to the 
appropriate subcommittee meetings. The Audit, Risk and Compliance (ARC) 
Subcommittee led by the Treasurer, along with the Chair, Deputy-Chair and the 
Legal trustee.  
 
The Research Strategy Committee led by the Research Trustee, Chair, Research 
Manager and CEO. 
 

The Fundraising, Communications and Information (FUNCI) Subcommittee is 
led by the Business Development trustee, along with the Digital trustee and it is 
anticipated, and it is hoped that the new Income Generation and Fundraising 
trustee will be part of this team.  
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Finances 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Statement of financial activities 2019  
  
All of the charity activities derive from continuing operations during the above two financial 
periods.  
 
All recognised gains and losses are included in the above statement of financial activities.  
 
 



 

Charity Registration Number: 1137029 

 

 

Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2019 
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Income Generation Trustee 

Role Summary 

We are looking for a Trustee with income generation and/or fundraising expertise. An in-

depth understanding of fundraising strategic options and operations is essential for this 

role and an appreciation of digestive health is important. The ideal candidate will be 

someone who can assist us in achieving our aim to develop a comprehensive and 

ambitious income generation strategy for the organisation. We are looking for someone 

who can help define and develop a creative fundraising and marketing strategy.  

Main tasks  
• In partnership with other trustees and staff team, to develop a comprehensive 

income generation strategy to build on our name, brand and profile.  
• To identify and create relationships between Guts UK and other organisations.  
• To support fundraising communications to increase supporters and income. 

• Acting as an ambassador for the organisation. 

  
Person Specification:  
Guts UK is seeking someone who can shape the way in which the organisation engages the 
public as well as other partner and professional organisations. Because our organisational 
remit covers the full spectrum of digestive diseases and conditions, there will undoubtedly 
be a broad range of medical, academic, charitable and public bodies that the organisation 
will need to engage, each requiring a tailored approach. In addition, the development of 
our website will be fundamental to the organisation’s ambitious plans meaning the Income 
Generation Trustee will be working closely with our Digital Trustee and staff.  

  
 
The candidate is expected to have the following experience and attributes:  

• Experience of income generation and or fundraising at a senior level.  
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• Working in a diverse team, being able to bring fellow board members along with 
innovative plans. 

 
• You can be creative and ambitious regarding the organisation’s prospects, 

identifying key areas for promotion and growth.  
• Ability to develop, test and launch new services and/or campaigns to successfully 

deliver growth.  
• Proven effectiveness in facilitating organisational change with regard to branding 

and public engagement.  
• Rigorous analytical thinking and problem-solving skills with proven experience of 

designing efficient processes and strategies that result in impact to beneficiaries.  
• Champion a positive approach to change and opportunity with a willingness to 

break-down taboos surrounding the importance of digestive health care.  
• Project management expertise in the delivery of complex projects/activities to 

achieve long terms strategic objectives and strong, positive publicity.  
 

Impact of the role  
Your expertise and engagement will play an essential role in strengthening the board of 
trustees. Our strategic objective is to expose and address the stigma surrounding digestive 
health whilst educating and informing the public on the importance of the issue. We aim to 
transform Guts UK into more outward facing organisation backed and supported by a 
strong community of health care professionals and beneficiaries. This is in a context of 
reduced NHS support due to budget constraints and, as such, the Income Generation 
Trustee will also be a key contributor to Guts UK’s fundraising strategy. Your contribution 
will be fundamental to the growth of the organisation as well as its long-term 
sustainability and success.  
 
 

What’s in it for the volunteer  
A huge part of our challenge in 2021 will be finding the best ways to promote our new 
brand and develop a more outward-facing approach. Much of our success will rest on a 
strong marketing strategy and this is an opportunity to take our public image and mission 
to the next level. In addition, you will work with a committed board of trustees and an 
enthusiastic CEO, all of whom are committed to driving change in this little understood and 
severely underfunded area of health care.  
 

Notes: 

Guts UK reserves the right to alter the content of this role description after consultation to 

reflect changes to the role. The above list of responsibilities is not exhaustive and may 

change to meet the needs of the organisation. 

 

Guts UK is proud to be an equal opportunity employer. We welcome applications from 

people with disabilities and from minority groups.  

 

If you have a disability which means you are unable to meet some of the role 

requirements, specifically, because of your disability, please address this in your 

application. If you meet all the other criteria, you will be shortlisted, and we will explore 

jointly with you if there are ways in which the role can be changed to enable you to meet 

the requirements. 
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How to apply for this position 

Send an up-to-date CV and cover letter detailing how your experience and skills would 

match the role to email trustees@gutscharity.org.uk. Should you want an informal chat 

with our Business Development Trustee or CEO this can be arranged by calling 0207 486 

0341.  

mailto:trustees@gutscharity.org.uk

